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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. Each item of information 
contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. Copies of the references listed on Form PTO-1449 
are attached. Please note that English Abstracts were not available for all of the references. Accordingly, 
the applicant provides the English Abstract for the Japanese applications related to the following German 
applications: DE 197 03 664 C2; DE 197 22 717 C2; DE 197 03 665 C2; DE 697 10 536 T2 and DE 697 
05 921 T2. An English Abstract was not available for the reference DE 23 33 983 Al. 



It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, that these references be made of record therein and appear among 
the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom, and that an initialed copy of the PTO-1449 
be returned to the undersigned. 
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